
B u r f o r d  S u r g e r y  
-  u p d a t e  -  

Burford Surgery looks after the health of patients living in Burford and surrounding villages (so 
we cover a large part of rural West Oxfordshire). All patients registered with us can attend our 
main surgery in Sheep Street, or our branch surgery in Carterton.  Please note that the 
Carterton clinic is only a ‘branch’ of the main surgery; it is open only in the morning, with just 
one GP – plus a trainee GP. This means your ‘usual’ doctor is usually only at Carterton once a 
week and so we encourage patients to attend clinics at Burford wherever possible. 

Staff Update 
As you may know, Dr Albert suffered a stroke at the end of March and so is on extended sick 
leave.  Dr Albert is recuperating at home, but it is likely that he will be away from regular 
surgeries at Burford for some time. We would like to pass on his thanks for all the cards and 
kind messages he has received from patients at Burford Surgery.  Whilst Dr Albert is away, 
his patients are being cared for by the other Burford doctors (all of who are working additional 
clinics) - as well as some locums.  The doctors are generally available as follows: 

Urgent appointments are mainly available in the morning, and most of our morning 
appointments are reserved for such ‘same day’ requests.  In the afternoon we operate a ‘duty 
doctor’ system (in rotation between the doctors), this doctor responds to requests for urgent 
appointments (whilst the other doctors see pre-booked appointments). 

Patient Group 
For sometime we have been trying (unsuccessfully) to establish a Burford Patient 
Participation Group. As a compromise, we have resorted to seeking feedback from our 
patients by email (a group of patients are emailed periodically to give us feedback of various 
aspects of Burford Surgery’s services). However we are keen to create a more formal group 
to help us develop the surgery with input from our patients – so if you are interested in this 
please contact our practice manager – Debra Barnes – by email (debraj.barnes@nhs.net) 
with your details and any ideas.  

In the meantime, we have a new initiative at Burford Surgery where we re-sell donated books 
(to raise funds of a nominated charity and also provide equipment for the surgery that is not 
usually funded by the NHS). This project has been running for just a few months and is 
proving a success – so if you have any old books (in good condition) that you want to ‘re-
cycle’ please bring to the receptionist at Burford. 

Training Future Doctors 
Burford has a long tradition of training future doctors and GPs, and this tradition continues. 
Senior medical students from the University of Oxford attend the surgery for blocks of 6 
weeks to learn about General Practice (Dr Kothari is responsible for overseeing these 
students). Also we usually have two qualified doctors at the surgery (for periods of 6 or 12 
months) who are undertaking post-graduate training to become GPs (Drs Hancock and Albert 
supervise these trainees during their time at Burford). Our present trainees (Dr Anika Pabari 
and Dr Kirsty Steele) leave Burford at the end of July, and Dr Hannah Readman will be joining 
us in August as our next senior trainee. Also, Dr Hancock works at Oxford University medical 
school in where he has additional responsibilities for teaching and assessment of students.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Dr Hancock All day Part of day Part of day

Dr Willby All day Part of day All day

Dr Kothari All day Part of day All Day

Dr Sarah Purvis All day All day

Dr Richard Clark All day All day

GP Trainees (x2) All day All day All day All Day
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If there are any topics you would like us to discuss in future Updates in The Bridge, please 
email Debra Barnes at Debraj.barnes@nhs.net with your suggestions and comments.
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